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The Reversibili1ty of 1| n
bet ween Confuciani sm
Democr acy

By Jen-Ch'ang Yeh

Abstract

The relationships between Confucianism and democracy have been the focus of
study since late Ch'ing. Various kinds of classfications, interpretations and
transformations to Confucianism rose consequentially. This article is divided three
sections to analyze the complicate relationship between Confucianism and democracy.
Those are "tsuan-chun ai-min“(to honor emperor or to love people), "t'ienjen
kuan-hsi“ (the relationship between Heaven and human being) and ” tao-teh chu-t' i (the
subjectivity of moral personality). By these analyses, the author presents further the
reversibility of interpretations between Confucianism and democracy. Namely, it is
hard to find in Confucianism any certain significance to democracy. There are plural
relations between them. One can find the alowance for convergence, also the
unsolvable obstacle.

K eywor ds: Confucianism, humanity, democracy, despotism, royalist, vox populi,
Heaven, moralism, self-negation, viciousness
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