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A Research on Banishment Penalty in Tang
Dynasty — An investigation from legal point
of view on its facade & truth

Chun-keung Chan®

Abstract

Banishment penalty in Tang Dynasty carried out in the forms of force
resettlement, provision of hard labours, and migration with their relatives to
designated areas. Through out the whole dynasty, Ling Nan Dao was the most
important place for banishment, apart from that, Jian Nan Dao (Jun Zhou# /N, Yao
Zhoutk ) & Long You Dao (Xi Zhoup N, Yi Zhouff ) prior to An & Shi Crisis,
Qian Zhong Dao during the Crisis, and Tian De Jun in the Mid & Late Tang period
were all crucial areas for banishment.

The distance of penalty was measured from the Capital — Chang An, and was
classified into 3 categories, from 2,000 to 3,000 miles. But in fact, the criminals were
exiled to over a 10,000-mile, which was against the Tang Code. Moreover, the exile
was free from whipping before the period under Emperor Xuan Zhong. However, after
that, criminals were flogged 40 to 100 times before banishment. According to the law,
the exile could not be released from banishment, except a general pardon from the
Emperor, who could send the exile back to the original province or re-settle to a less
distant place after certain period. And the most drastic change to the law was made in

Associate professor , Department of History , The National Taipei University.
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the Yuen He 8" year of Emperor Xian Zhong that an exile was allowed to return to the

original province after 6 years' banishment.

Keyword: Tang Dynasty, Tang Code, banishment, exile, place for banishment



