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Character Analysis

Duke:

He is a very controlling man, a male chauvinist. He emphasizes class
differences and holds himself very high (for example, his nine-hundred-years-old
name) and he is very conservative. He thinks his wife should be loyal to him and
worship him and be a stay-at-home wife. He wants a trophy wife to show off to
people and kills her when he finds out about her infidelity. He refuses to stoop to a
lower level to confront her about her affairs with others but instead drives himself
crazy with jealousy and chooses to silence her forever. He is jealous that any other
ordinary man can replace him and have casual flings with his wife.

Duchess:

She wants to love and be loved. She is outgoing, passionate, amiable, and likes
making friends. The Duke has repressed all of those qualities by keeping her inside all
the time. She tries to get his attention by flirting with other men but the Duke does not
react so she revenges by having sex with other men.

Agent:

He is a quiet listener and he does not react to the Duke’s story but he tries to
give the Count hints about the Duke’s dark past. He is smart and protects himself. He
does not anger the Count by saying straight out what is wrong with the marriage; he
still does his job and reports dutifully back to the Count of the Duke’s wishes while
dropping hints. If the Count can’t understand his hints then he can’t do anything about



