English Composition

This is a ten-week course, emphasizing mainly two aspects of English writing: (1) the understanding of the correct use of the basic elements of the English language: the correct usage of words, phrases, punctuation and the grammatical meaning of different syntactic structures; (2) the introduction of models of good writing and the fundamental requirements that make a good piece of English writing.


The ultimate goal is to help students get ready to apply the writing techniques learned in class.  Students are required to finish the assigned reading before coming to class.  All writing assignments are required to be either typed with traditional typewriters or printed out with printers.  Hand-written assignments will not be accepted (except diaries or notes in the portfolio).

The instructor will mainly introduce the subject matter in class with the assumption that students are ready to participate in the discussion.  The instructor will also use a large number of questions to stimulate students to speculate upon the related issues.  Questions from students are always welcome in and outside the classroom.

