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The Writing Process

Lecture 1
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Why is writing difficult?

Elaborate essay
With conventions

Conventional
core

Individual 
writing 1

Individual writing 2

Individual 
writing 3

Individual 
writing 4



3

What do we do to write “well”?
1. Given a topic
2. Collecting materials
3. Analyzing materials

4. Writing a draft
5. Revise a draft
6. Edit a draft (into a final version)

Individual 
writing

Conventional
core

Elaborate essay
With conventions



4

How we are trained in writing?

Individual 
writings

High school

Journals

Reports 

Etc.

Stories/narrations

College 

Term papers

Essays 

Requests/applica 
tions

Etc.

Functional writing

Presentations 

Work reports

Contracts/consti 
tutions

Etc.

1. What happened to June in her writing?

2. A new issue involving concepts, contents, and language proficiency
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Concepts, contents, & language 
proficiency

Elaborate essay
With conventions

ConceptConceptConcept ContentContentContent

Language proficiencyLanguage proficiencyLanguage proficiency

ConceptConceptConcept

Elaborate essay
With conventions
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Cognitive writing processes

Task environment
Writing assignment
Topic
Audience
Motivating cues

Text 
produced 
so far

The writer’s long 
term memory
Knowledge of topic
Knowledge of audience
Stored writing plans

Planning

Generating 

Organizing 

Goal setting

Trans- 
lating

Reviewing

Reading 

Editing 

Monitor
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The cognitive 
processes for EFL 
students in Taiwan
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